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CHAPTER NO. 708 
 

SENATE BILL NO. 3798 
 

By Southerland, Beavers, Black, Bowers, Bryson, Burchett, Burks, Cohen, Cooper, 
Crowe, Crutchfield, Finney, Ford, Fowler, Harper, Haynes, Henry, Herron, Jackson, 
Ketron, Kilby, Kurita, Kyle, McLeary, McNally, Miller, Norris, Curtis S. Person, Jr., 

Ramsey, Tracy, Williams, Woodson, Mr. Speaker Wilder 
 

Substituted for:  House Bill No. 3654 
 

By Hawk, Armstrong, Baird, Bone, Borchert, Briley, Harry Brooks, Henri Brooks, Buck, 
Bunch, Campfield, Casada, Clem, Cobb, Cochran, Coleman, Cooper, Crider, Curtiss, 

Davidson, Davis, Dean, John Deberry, Lois DeBerry, DuBois, Dunn, Eldridge, Ferguson, 
Fitzhugh, Fowlkes, Fraley, Godsey, Gresham, Hackworth, Hargrove, Harmon, Harrison, 

Harwell, Hensley, Hill, Hood,  
Curtis Johnson, Phillip Johnson, Russell Johnson, Ulysses Jones, Sherry Jones, Kelsey, 
Kernell, Langster, Litz, Lynn, Maddox, Maggart, Marrero, Matheny, McCord, McCormick, 

McDaniel, McDonald, McKee, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Mumpower, Mr. Speaker Naifeh, 
Niceley, Odom, Overbey, Pinion, Pleasant, Pruitt, Rinks, Roach, Rowe, Rowland, Sargent, 
Shaw, Shepard, Sontany, Stanley, Strader, Swafford, Tidwell, Tindell, Todd, Towns, Larry 

Turner, Mike Turner, Vaughn, Eric Watson, Bo Watson, West, Windle, Winningham, 
Yokley 

AN ACT relative to memorial designations on State Route 840. 
 
WHEREAS, Chapter 35 of the Public Acts of 2005 designated State Route 840 in its 

entirety, from its intersection with Interstate Highway 40 West in Dickson County to its 
intersection with Interstate Highway 40 East in Wilson County, including segments of such 
highway still under construction, as the "Tennessee National Guard Parkway" as a lasting 
tribute to the brave men and women who helped establish the time-honored tradition of 
Tennessee volunteerism, as well as those who continue this proud tradition today, as members 
of the Tennessee National Guard; and  

 
WHEREAS, in keeping with the spirit of such act, the general assembly finds it 

imperative to limit future designations on State Route 840 to honor the memory of those 
courageous members of the Tennessee National Guard who made the ultimate sacrifice of their 
lives while engaged in active duty; now, therefore, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE: 

SECTION 1.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, it is the intent of this 
general assembly to name an appropriate bridge or bridges on State Route 840 (Tennessee 
National Guard Parkway) to honor the memory of Staff Sergeant Mark O. Edwards of Unicoi, a 
valiant Tennessee National Guardsman who gave his life in the line of duty. 

SECTION 2.  To effectuate the purposes of this act, the Department of Transportation 
shall identify an appropriate bridge or bridges on State Route 840 to bear Staff Sergeant Mark 
O. Edwards' honorable name. The final decision in selecting the appropriate bridge or bridges 
shall be made in consultation with the representative and senator representing the district in 
which Staff Sergeant Edwards resided. 
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SECTION 3. The Department of Transportation shall erect suitable signs or affix suitable 
markers designating the selected bridge or bridges as the "Staff Sergeant Mark O. Edwards 
Memorial Bridge". The cost of such signage shall be funded in accordance with Tennessee 
Code Annotated, § 54-1-133. 

SECTION 4.  The erection of such signs shall be within the guidelines prescribed by the 
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 

SECTION 5.  This act shall become operative only if the federal highway administrator 
advises the Commissioner of Transportation in writing that the provisions of this act shall not 
render Tennessee in violation of federal laws and regulations and subject to penalties 
prescribed therein. 

SECTION 6.  This act shall take effect upon becoming a law, the public welfare requiring 
it. 
 
PASSED:  May 15, 2006 

 
APPROVED this 19th day of May 2006 

 


